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PROFILE:

SAN MARCOS, TX

This city on the edge of the Texas Hill Country has gained headlines for its huge
population increases. Texas State University brings a college-town vibrancy,
while the San Marcos River and outlet stores round out the town's assets.

BY KATHRYN STRAACH

TEPHANA AND PAUL PETRINO of Boston are bordertine gaddy about ther
future home in San Marcos. “When we leave San Marcos, we muiss "
Stephana says. “We can already see ourscves living there™
Their new house is in Kissing Tree, 4 55-plus community oo the aty's
southwest side. They can't wait to move here permanently
The Petrinos have grown to fove this town in south-central Texas, 30 mics
south of Austin, 50 miles northeast of San Antonio and on the castern odge
of the Texas Hill Country, a region known for its rugged hills of granite and Emestone
It also is anchored by the state’s fourth-fargest public college. Texas State Unaversity,
which opened in 1903
*San Marcos has small-town charm,” says Rebecca Ybaera-Ramirez, director of the
San Marcos Coavention and Visitor Bureau, “1t's the gateway to the Hill Country and 2
river runs through it
The Clovis Native Americans, some of the oldest known mhabitants of the Western
Hemisphere, settled 12,000 years ago in Spring Lake at the headwaters of the San

“ i chOSe San Marcos River, which flows through town. More recently, Ssn Marcos was named the
fastest-growing city in the country from 2013 o 2015, and pow has & population of
Marcos because nearly 62,000
of the energy me The town widely &s known as one of the state’s first big tourist destinations becane of
" ’ P " the Balcones Fault Line Cisve, known as the Wonder Cave, the first in Texas 10 open 1o the
university provides. public, I shos fammous
Laura Holbrook for Aquarena Spangs, The evor gapanding Texss city of San Marcos
which featured Ralph has a history af lurisg people i, ence with
the Swimming Pig. Ihemo parks and aguamasds, and pow with,
glass-bottom boats and 2 top aosch I-mﬁﬂﬂ!‘m -

ned outdoor iy dlulnp

aquamaids who per-
formed under water
Visitors thronged to the
submarine thester to
watch the aquamaids
and dimbed nto the
Swiss Sky Ride cable
cary that glided above
the lake. The resort also
had a sy spical that
looked like the Scattle
Space Needle

The Wonder Cave
now is called Wonder
World. Aquarena Springs, which lured toutists in its heyday from the 1960 to the 1980s,
now is owned by the university. The Meadows Center for Water and the Emviroament
still drawes visitors with 4 mare serious side. Goests today go on nature walks, take edo
cational glass-bottom boat tours and visit 4 small aquariu in the obd resort’s hotel, now
called Spring Lake Hall, which houses the offices for the Steadows Center

Established in 2002 by Texas State University, the Meadows Center serves as the stew
ard of Spring Lake 10 protect its habitat and the endangered species living in i, sy Anna ¢
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Stephana and Paul Potrino, who chose
San Marcos for retirement, love its good
food, fun and warm woather,

Huff, the Meadows Center community
refations specialist. “While some of our vis-
itors associate Spring Lake with the former
Aquarena Springs theme park, Spring Lake
now offers a more meaningful and educa-
tional experience.”

Today, summer tourists swarm into
town to float tubes on the San Marcos
River and to shop at one of the country’s
largest outlet malls, the adjacent San Mar-
cos Premium Outlets and Tanger Factory
Outlet Center, featuring about 240 stores
open year-round,

Interstate 35 slices through San Marcos
with most homes west of the interstate.
“The Hill Country starts on the west side
of the interstate and the Texas Plains begin
on the cast side,” Ybarra-Ramirez says.

Like many searching for their retirement
locale, the Petrinos had criteria that
included warm weather and no state
income tax. “We went to Florida and
looked at several gated communities in the
Naples area, but we weren't 100 percent
satisfied” says Stephana, 52, director of
quality control for a medical device com-
pany. “Nothing really wowed us in Florida.
We liked a little of this at one place and a
little of that at another. So we expanded
our search.”

She and Paul, 55, who retired from the
Massachusetts State Police in 2010 and
now works for JetBlue Airways Corp. secu-
rity, took a trip to Austin in 2016 and
learned about Kissing Tree. They ended up
signing on the dotted line a few months
later and can't wait to move.

“San Marcos is not as con-
gested as Naples, and the area
offers a lot more — wineries,
barbecue and live music. It’s our
kind of place,” Stephana adds.

They both appreciate its koca-
tion between Austin and San
Antonio, “Plus, the temperature
changes more than in Naples,”
Stephana says. "San Marcos has
some cooler weather, so [ can
still wear my boots. T just don't
want 3 feet of snow.”

Some 3,200 residences are
planned for Kissing Tree. The
name is based on a legend that
Sam Houston kissed several
women under an oak tree in
San Marcos during his guber-
natorial campaign in 1857, The
development gives more than a passing
nod to the region’s history. In addition 1o
the usual active-adult amenitics — a put-
ting course, golf course, fitness center and
pools — Kissing Tree will feature a bier-
garten. The area around San Marcos, par-
ticularly New Braunfels, 20 miles south-
west, has a strong German heritage.

Laura Holbrook from Angel Fire, NM,
discovered in 2016 that San Marcos is her
kind of place, too, A former resident of
both San Antonio and nearby Wimberley,
she was no stranger to the region,

She came upon the Retreat at Willow
Creek and knew it was a good choice.“I'm
single and | didn’t want a lot of mainte-
nance,” says Laura, 62.“T chose San Marcos
because of the energy the university pro-
vides. When | came back to the area, I did
not understand how fast San Marcos is
growing. | analyzed the projections and
decided 1 wanted to be a part of it. It now

is exploding™

Laura always worked in property man-
agement and real estate sales and Hipped a
few houses when she lived in Wimberley:
She now sells window treatments. The
growth of San Marcos is good for her new
business and she loves getting out and talk-
ing to people.

“I know I made the right decision,” she
says. “People here are so welcoming. |
found friends immediately. We're all trans-
plants and the experience is so good.”

Laura loves dining out and is impressed
by all the new eateries. One of her favorites
is a Tex-Mex chain restaurant, Chuy’s. She
also likes Root Cellar Cafe and Brewery,
located underground in a historic down-
town building,

“Shopping is heaven here” Laura says.
“Having an HEB (grocery store) near me is
heaven. 1 am blissful knowing I can walk
into the store at any given time. And then
the outlet mall calls my name all the time.”

Laura says that people can feel the
growth of the city. "It is a topic of conver-
sation, both good and bad,” she says. “But
San Marcos is not exploding without a
core. The university is a solid part of the
community and adds credibility and
strength, It keeps things lively. Now if 1
lived next door to a frat house, | might not
be as thrilled.”

With such rapid growth, downtown San
Marcos has seen its share of traffic jams
and parking problems. “Downtown does
have a parking garage, as well as a surface
parking lot, but people don't want to walk
two blocks, They want to park directly in
front of where they are going,” says Ybarrs-
Ramirez. Metered parking places have




visitors find a charming downtown. “It is
a mix of retail, restaurants and bars,” Ybar-
ra-Ramirez says. “Some of the buildings
have old facades and some others have
old, new facades,” She explains that some
of the buildings had been covered in sheet
metal years ago to modernize, which since
has been pulled off, exposing the old
facades, “Within the past two years, side-
walks have been widened so that cafes can
have outdoor seating,” she adds.

San Marcos offers more than 1,200
acres of green space, including several
miles of hike-and-bike trails and access to
the river. The area also has an 18-hole
semiprivate golf course in addition to the
one being built in Kissing Tree.

Texas State’s Victorian Gothic Old Main
building, the university’s first structure,
watches over the qity.

The university helped draw Dahlia and
Jonathan Woods to move from Dallas and
Key West, FL, to San Marcos in 2016. Also,
the location was perfect as one child lives
in Austin and another in San Antonio.

Dahlia, 60, grew up in Manhattan in
New York and is an artist and gallery
owner. Jonathan, also 60, worked 25 years
as an international corporate lawyer. In

2005, he took early retirement to write.

“I like the idea of a university as the
focus of the town. It has a lot of cultural
events, and my husband has writers
groups, all affiliated with the school,”
Dahliz says.

Dahlia and Jonathan are correct about
cultural events at the university. The cam-
pus offers the Performing Arts Center,
which opened in 2014 with a 397-seat
theater and 312-seat recital hall. Also on
campus is the iconic Theatre Center built
in 1970 that resembles a big, red drum
and is home to the Mainstage Theatre.
The Evans Auditorium is part of the uni-
versity’s School of Music, and various art
galleries are on campus.

The city also has numerous small
museums, including the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Museum of San Marcos. The
36th president lived here when he earned
a teaching certificate and a history degree
from the university.

Jonathan writes in his library or on the
front porch of their 1909 Greek Revival
house in the city’s historic district.
Dahlia renovated the home and also
refurbished her nearby art gallery in a
1920¢-¢ra building,
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New Models | New Neighborhoods

The Georgia Club offers a distinguished country
club lifestyle with outstanding golf, family-friendly
resort amenities and beautiful homes of traditional

architecture and incredible value.
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Dahlia Woods Gallery, which showcases
Texas artists exclusively, includes
Jonathan's bookstore, called Bad Boy
Books. She also recently started selling
local artisanal goods. Dahlia added
Pinky’s Wine Bar featuring Texas wine
during gallery hours.

“Now we offer all different price
points” Dahlia says. The store in down-
town San Marcos is open on Thursday
and Friday evenings and Saturdays from 2
pm. to 10 pm.

Friday evenings particularly are fun at
fresh organic sangria and adult coloring.
“We are looking to extend this to Thurs-
days,” Dahlia says. “It’s very successful. It's
all a Jearning experience, but if it isn't fun,
I ain't going to do it”

Dahlia supports the Mermaid Society
SMTX. The society, which began in 2016,
hosts a 15-day festival in September with a
parade, arts and crafts and mermaid fun.

“We are trying to make San Marcos the
mermaid capital of the world,” she says.
There's only one problem. “We were
called ids, not mermaids,” says
Gloria Gnatt McGlothlin of League City,
who entertained as an underwater swim-
mer for more than a year in the early
lm‘llmn;hmommjoblohmu
a teenager.”

Part of the town wants to stay histori-
ally accurate, while others know that
mermaids have more of an identity than
aquamaids. Both factions are proud of
their town's past.

Jonathan also embraces San Marcos.
“When I'm not writing, | bike to attend
cultural events at Texas State, walk by the
rim.gotomurmnmdmmboo&-
store;” he says. He also likes to visit with
mﬁwnaﬁpmm«qmmﬂ

wife's gallery.

“San Marcos is 3 good choice for retire-
ment,” Jonathan says. “The town has
everything to keep one involved and
entertained.”

Just about everything. “1 do miss having
independent art cinema,” he admits.

But the couple emphasize the city's
attributes. “People are friendly and the
river is beautiful,” Dahlia says. “There are
lots of good places to drive to nearby. We
don't have a problem with traffic. It’s the
right-size town.” o

Kathryn Straach s a writer i Houstor.



The acre Sewell Park on the

Toxas State campus provi

# cool respite for those taking

A dip In the river




