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If the phrase “retirement community” brings
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boring, or old, to mind, you haven't checked

out today’s retirement living options.

From golf, fitness centers, swimming pools
and walking trails to bocee ball, yoga and

tennis courts, today’s retirement communities

are anything but boring, Or old.
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“This place 15 too coel for anyooe younger than us,” jukes
Gwen Buder, a residens of Kissiog Tree, 2 new community
in San Marcas custoen-made ta he “kaby-hoomer ceatric®
hy Tirackfeld Residential. Gulle on 300 acres, the
comamnity is the first of 2ts kind in San Marces and Bucler
is prond to be one of the first ressdencs,

"Fifry-flve s not ald age.” explaias Bucler. who acrually
won't be 54 until Later this year, Dut lives ic the 55 and op
comomnity thanks t her basband, Scoer, who is 55
“Ard ir's anc o retirement communits Abeus a thizd of us
are still wocking,” she cotes.

Age limiratices are oee of the things thar many prople
dea’t underszand about retirement commeniries.

Fee tnseance, chidren are allowed ta live in the communizies
a5 long & they ars 19 ar cider. And greadchiddren ere
welvame tw visit up to 60 Cays a year, which means thas chey
can enpoy all of the amerstivs in the commanizy as well.
“{r kics Jearned o ploy booce ball and pickle ball when
they were visiting,” expleins Tatles. The chakdren clin

plaved an the cammuniny’s 18-hele parting caucse desipned
for the vounger ser. “Wich all of the activities they can do,
ir's Lke a cesore.”

Hefore Kissiog Teee, the Ruzlers were livieg in whar they
thought was their forever home Orce their chiddren
moved out, they realized ic wasa't ideal. Especiclly when
they considered the unkesn ahead of them. After spending
four howrs ane weekend trving ra kil fire acas dn ther yard,
2ovd $5,000 To Tim trees off of ther rond, they wondered

if dewnsizing made sense. "We had tod moch rmom in the
hease and ton much work ia the home,” she explains

They roared Kissing Tree and fell in Jave Tven thaugh

the commueity hadn't begur constructica, the plans and
amenitzes sealed it for them. The community includes
indace and ourdoor amenites. fitness cenrers, poalks, the
Kisstng Tree Golf Caurse aad miles of sceale hike and
hilee erails, *It Bas all of these cppormanities to be outdeors
2o acmive, withous haviag 1o mainmain these spaces
aurselves Butler explacns, *It's eoergiziog,”

Mark Lane, 2 resicent of Del Webb's Sun City retiremens
commupiry i Georgetawn, echies Busler He znd kis wife,
Tammy, moved w0 San Cicy fram East Texas last »ear.

*The howses are grear, hus i3 more than thar. We didn’
monve bere for the house. We movee here fur the amenitivs.”

Like the Butlers, the Lanes decided char while chey liked
their bouse, the upkeep was more than whar they wanted in
& focever hame With five acres, a small viceyerd, 2 pocl. a
barn and a shop, mantaning their hoase ok a luc ef time



“T'd spend all of my time mowing or weedeating, cleaning
the pool — all of that,” explains Lane. “Moving into the
retirement community, I don't have any of that. I downsized
the amount of work I was doing every weckend. I now
spend my time doing what T want to do instead of what

1 have to do."

And the community’s amenities provide more than enough
options to fill anyone’s time. Del Webb's new San Antonio
community, Hill Country Retrear, features resort-style
amenities including a Biergarten, show kitchen, indoor/
outdoor bar, 15 miles of scenic hiking trails, 18-hole golf
course, 18-hole putting course, golf clubhouse and restaurant,
statc-of-the-art fitness center, tennis courts, pickleball courts,
bocce ball courts and horseshoe pits, Hundreds of acres are
reserved for parks, trails and green space.

Classes, clubs, outings and social options also abound at most
retirement communities, giving residents the opportunity ro
connect with others and explore hobbies. “A senior living
environment allows you to become yourself again,” notes
Butler. "You can investigate new interests and reconnect
with old ones. You remember how much fun ir was to play
outside, or to paint, or have a girlfriends’ lunch. It’s fun
making connections with new people.”

For Lane, the community gives his wife the fitness options
she loves with a new convenience thrown in. “The community
is custom-made for that, She can go right out the front door
to safely jog, or just walk to the fitness center to work out
with her personal trainer.”

While Lane is not yet rerired, the clubs and acrivities are
something he's looking forward to. “You can try everything
from Bridge to Poker, billiards ... a woodshop with
computerized toals,” he explains. “There are stained glass
classes, photography, pottery; oil painting — just ahout
anything you can think of, there's a class or a group.”
Lane's community even has both a competitive and a
co-ed softball team.

But the communities are also filled with beautiful houses —
homes that acrive seniors can enjoy as their forever homes.
Butler extols their beauty. “When I come home every day, 1
feel like I'm on vacation. I walk into this house with amazing

Hill Country views and huge windaws that let the outside in.”

Butler's advice to others thinking of moving to a retirement
community? "Don’t wait! These communities are designed for
you to be active. You want to have time to build connections
and rediscover who you are,” she explains.

If vou think that retirement community living could be

for you, you can check it out first hand through programs
like Del Webb’s day pass or overnight pass options, designed
to give an insider’s look at what retirement communities

are like. But be warned: based on Butler's and Lane's

cxpcri::nccs, You may never want to lcavc.
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